SIX BENEFITS OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

1. Church membership identifies you as a genuine believer.
· “All the believers were together…and the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”     Acts 2:44, 47                                                                                      
· “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household”               




                                                                            Ephesians 2:19

· “So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”
                     Romans 12:5                                      
2. It provides you with a spiritual family to support and encourage you in your walk of faith.
· “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together…but let us encourage one another.”

                                                                      Hebrews 10:24-25

· “Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently.  But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.”




                                                                            Galatians 5:1-2

3. It gives you a specific place to discover your own unique gifts, to develop them, and put them into service in ministry to others.
· “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.”                             





                                                                   I Peter 4:10

· “One Body, Many Parts.”                                               



                         Corinthians 12:4-27
4. It places you under the guidance and protection of qualified Christian leaders whose job is to protect your from false teachers who would mislead you.
· “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.  Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.  I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.  Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.  So be on you guard!”                                                                                                             Acts 20:28-31

· Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep watch over you as men who must give an account.  Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.                     Hebrews 13:17       
5. It provides you with persons and structures to hold everyone accountable and thereby encourage your growth.
· “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.”                          James 5:16                                                                     
· “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”                 




    Ephesians 5:21
6. It provides you with disciplined opportunities for worship, sacrament, giving, instruction, prayer, Christian fellowship and service.
· “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and to prayer.”                                                               
             Acts 2:42















